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Swiss alpine farms have a long tradition in using whey to fatten pigs. Whey is a cheese production by-product, 
so using it helps support a circular economy. Traditionally, Alpine pig husbandry knowledge was passed on 
informally. Today, rising staff turnover is creating significant gaps. Training for Alpine staff focuses largely on 
cattle and cheese-making, leaving pig management underrepresented. This creates gaps in production 
knowledge and can delay the detection of management problems.

The study developed a practical guide to help Alpine staff and advisors manage pigs during the summer 
season.

Materials and Methods

The guide covers key topics for newcomers and experienced operators alike. It draws on a literature review, 
written inquiries to feed suppliers, and two expert workshops using a focus group methodology.

Results

The literature review revealed a clear gap: research on alpine pig production is limited and that staff often lack
access to reliable information. The resulting German-language guideline is divided into two main parts:

Part 1 focuses on preparations before pigs are moved to the alp. It covers legal requirements, infrastructure,
schedules, market aspects considerations, ration planning, complementary feed and whey treatment. Part 1
also addresses transport, documentation, vaccinations, deworming, and medication management.

Part 2 focuses on herd management on the alp. It offers practical recommendations on feeding, from adapting
pigs to whey-based diets to adjusting rations as needed. A core element is a daily checklist that helps staff
monitor and individual animal status systematically.

Table 1: Daily check list for alpine pig production

Conclusions

As information on alpine pig farming remains scarce, the developed guideline should now be tested in
practice. Distribution to selected alpine farms for one season, followed by a user survey, would allow
evaluation and refinement of the guide.
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